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What tents mean to Palestinians

In 1947-49 at least 750,000 Palestinian men, women, and children
were violently forced from their ancestral homes into exile. Many of
these refugees lived in tents for years, waiting to return home. They
are still waiting, in cinder block houses and crowded shanties.

In 1967 Israel forced out another 200,000 Palestinians. More
refugees, more tents.

Today, these refugees and their families number 5 million, still
waiting to return home — a right that belongs to all refugees
regardless of race, nationality, religion, or ethnicity.

In Dec 2008 - Jan 2009 Israel attacked tiny Gaza with its powerful
military, killing 1,417 Palestinians and making 100,000 homeless.
More tents. (13 Israelis died in the conflict.)

Ever since, Israel has prevented building supplies, including cement,
from entering Gaza.

In 2014, Israel attacked again, this time leaving another 100,000
Palestinians homeless as entire neighborhoods were destroyed.
(In this “war,” 4 Israelis became homeless.)

In addition, Israel has ordered demolition of 48,743 Palestinian
homes since 1967, resulting in more tents.

The world repeatedly condemns Israel’s actions, but still they
continue because most Americans don’t know the facts. So we allow
our government to give Israel over $10 million per day of U.S. tax
money — more than to any other country — fueling the violence.

We must all join together to call for Israel to abide by international
law and to end to its military aggression in the Holy Land. All
children deserve to have a safe place they can really call home.
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