WHY DON’T WE KNOW WHAT IS
GOING ON IN ISRAEL & PALESTINE?
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The Associated Press is the major source of intef[ ignal news for U.S.
news media. Virtually all AP news reports about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict go
through its bureau in Israel.

On October 17, 2004, several armored Israeli vehicles invaded a Palestinian
refugee camp. The vehicles stayed for twenty minutes, asserting their control.
There was no Palestinian resistance. At one point an Israeli soldier poked his gun
out of his vehicle, aimed at a boy nearby, and pulled the trigger. The 14-year old
boy was shot in the lower abdomen. (He survived.) A Reuters photographer photo-
graphed this incident, and an Associated Press cameraman filmed it. The AP
cameraman sent the video to the bureau in Israel, where it was erased.

In other words, AP had video footage of an Israeli soldier intentionally shooting
a young Palestinian boy who was not attacking him, and they erased it. How could
such footage not be considered newsworthy?
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