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If Americans Knew is an independent research and information-dissemination institute, with particu-
lar focus on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, U.S. foreign policy regarding the Middle East, and media 
coverage of this issue. Specifically, the organization’s objective is to provide information that is to a 
large degree missing from American press coverage of this critical region. 

 
 123 Israeli children have been killed by 

Palestinians and 1,050 Palestinian children 
have been killed by Israelis since September 
29, 2000. 

Ms. Weir is a much sought after speaker on the 
topic and in March of 2004 was inducted into 
honorary membership of Phi Alpha Literary So-
ciety. The award cited her as a “courageous 
journalist-lecturer on behalf of human rights.” 
She is the first woman to receive an honorary 
membership in Phi Alpha history. 
 
As a freelance journalist, Weir went on an inde-
pendent investigation to the flashpoints in the 
West Bank and Gaza rarely visited by American 
journalists. Since returning she has spoken on 
Capitol Hill, to business leaders, at prestigious 
Washington D.C. thinktanks, and at a multitude 
of universities. 
 
Co-sponsors include: Muslim Student Association – Drake U, 
Student Activists Against War- Drake U, DM Area Ecumenical 
Committee for Peace, DM Catholic Worker House, Catholic 
Peace Ministry, Iowa Peace Network, Methodist Federation 
for Social Action, AFSC-Middle East Peace Education Pro-
ject, STAR*PAC, DM Area Sisters of Humility, Leadership 
Team of the DM Catholic Diocese's Sisters Council. Addi-
tional co-sponsors sought. 

For more info, contact: Kathleen 
McQuillen, KMcquillen@afsc.org, 
515-274-4851, ext: 22. 
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